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which was effected by an exchange of notes
at Beijing on March 4 and May 31, 1994, ex-
tends the 1985 Agreement to July 1, 1996.

In light of the importance of our fisheries
relationship with the People’s Republic of

China, I urge that the Congress give favorable
consideration to this Agreement at an early date.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
September 20, 1994.

Nomination for a United States District Court Judge
September 20, 1994

The President today nominated Kathleen M.
O’Malley to serve on the U.S. District Court
for the Northern District of Ohio.

‘‘I am proud to nominate Kate O’Malley to
the Federal bench,’’ the President said. ‘‘She
has an outstanding record of excellence and

achievement in the legal profession and in pub-
lic service.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks Honoring Representative Bob Michel
September 20, 1994

Thank you very much, ladies and gentlemen.
Please be seated; relax. Dr. Brazil, Speaker
Foley, Congressman Gingrich, distinguished
Members of the House, Senator Dole and Sen-
ator Mitchell are here or will be, and other
Members of the Congress who are here, to Bob
and Corinne and ladies and gentlemen.

It occurs to me that after 19 terms in the
House, 13 years as minority leader, it’s a real
shame for a man with Bob Michel’s distin-
guished reputation to have it destroyed at the
end by having a Democratic President brag on
him. [Laughter] I asked him if he didn’t have
some really crazy and sort of kooky-sounding
criticism I could lob so you would all stand
up and cheer for him, but he said I could just
say what was on my mind and heart.

You know, you never know what’s on a per-
son’s mind and heart. I understand we now have
the sayings of Mr. Michel in a little red book,
which will doubtless get ideologically vetted. I
expect Mr. Gingrich to have it reprinted in blue
within a day or two. [Laughter]

I want to say that it’s a real honor for me
to be here tonight. And I say in all sincerity,
I’m going to miss Bob Michel. I know in theory
he’s reached an age where he’s earned retire-

ment, but I have found him remarkably young
and vigorous. He’s as addicted to golf as I am.
He’s survived at least one car wreck since I’ve
been here and a lot of other wrecks in the
Congress that could do more damage to you
inside. He still sings like he did 30 years ago.
I leave it to your own interpretation what that
means—[laughter]—beautifully, as you know.
He’s spent his whole life serving this country,
from being a genuine hero when he wore our
uniform in the Second World War to being a
genuine patriot in the United States Congress.

It was a great honor for me just a few days
ago to exercise one of the few things I can
do without the approval of Congress when I
awarded him the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom. I shouldn’t have said that. I saw Congress-
man Gingrich raise his eyebrow. He’s going to
make a note, ‘‘Surely we can restrain his discre-
tion there.’’ [Laughter]

You know, when I was a kid growing up in
Arkansas, even there, even there in the fifties,
the saying about how will it play in Peoria was
alive and well. And after I got to—and, of
course, I married a woman from Illinois, so I
used to hear it about every 3 days when I was
about to do something my wife thought was
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nonsensical. But after I got to know Bob Michel,
I understood the genesis of the saying, because
in a very real sense he represents in my view
the heart of America, the values of America,
and the sense of fairness of America.

I enjoyed working with him when we fought
against enormous odds with most of you here
to pass the NAFTA agreement. I enjoyed it
when we were on opposite sides and he thought
I was absolutely wrong but was still fair and
decent. I even enjoyed it when we were on
opposite sides when he was sympathetic with
what I was trying to do but couldn’t quite get
there. Those are three things that often happen
in the course of people’s relationships in this
town. And I can tell all of you who come from
his hometown and his home district that he is
just as highly thought of here as he is there.
And we will miss him.

We had a joint leadership meeting this morn-
ing, and we talked about, obviously, the issue
of Haiti and then what we would do between
now and the end of the Congress. By the time
the meeting was over, I can tell you this: I
wasn’t sure where everybody in the room was
on every outstanding issue, but I knew where
he was on the issues that really counted. And
I think we’ll always know where he is, trying
to do what’s right for this country in a way
that is right for this country.

And let me just close with that. This is a
time in which the negative often outweighs the
positive, in which people are so overwhelmed
with things that are discouraging, from the news
to the political campaigns, that very often all
half-full glasses are seen as half-empty. I think
in the end, the thing that enabled Bob Michel
to succeed as the leader of his party in Con-
gress, to keep his good humor, to keep his char-
acter, to keep his integrity, and to earn the
respect of those who are in different camps on
different issues and even in different parties was
the fact that he believed that America was a
place where the glass should always be half-
full and where we could do the right thing,
move forward to a brighter tomorrow, and fulfill
our obligations in an atmosphere of mutual re-
spect even when we differ.

It is the genius which has taken the theory
of the Constitution and made it real in the life
of this country. And it’s why we’re still around
here after more than 200 years, because of peo-
ple like Bob Michel.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:13 p.m. at the
Grand Hyatt Hotel. In his remarks, he referred
to John Brazil, president, Bradley University, and
sponsor of the dinner; and Corinne Michel, wife
of Representative Michel.

Remarks to the President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities
September 21, 1994

Thank you very much, the First Lady and
my old friend John Brademas, and to all of
you who have agreed to serve and your friends
and supporters who are here. I thank you for
coming.

Before I make the remarks that I want to
make to you, I believe, in view of the events
of the last few days and particularly the events
of the last 24 hours, I should make a short
statement about the situation in Haiti.

The deployment of our forces there is now
going quite well. As a result of the agreement
we have reached last weekend, we now have
8,500 United States troops who have entered
Haiti peacefully without any resistance. The
multinational force, which was enhanced today

by the decision of Australia to join, will soon
be in a position to carry out its overriding mis-
sion, to ensure the transfer of power from the
de facto military leaders to the democratically
elected government of Haiti by October 15th.

I must also tell you how strongly we con-
demned yesterday’s police violence there. Such
conduct cannot and will not be tolerated. Gen-
eral Shelton, our commander on the ground,
has met with the Haitian military and police
officials today and made clear our policy to
them.

During this transition period, the Haitian mili-
tary will carry out basic police functions. Our
Armed Forces cannot and will not become Hai-
ti’s police force. But we can work to see that
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